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Looking to add some winter color or lighting?  

Call us today for  your FREE ESTIMATE at (559) 476-7236 

 

With just a little attention during the design pro-

cess, you can keep your landscape usable and 

safe in winter. Many families use the hot tub, bar-

becue, or watch wildlife during winter, and you 

may still need to access outbuildings and sheds. 

Good design also increases your visual enjoy-

ment of the winter landscape, even if you're just 

looking at it from your favorite chair indoors. 

Consider these upgrades to improve your winter 

view. 

• Low-voltage lighting: In winter, when the 

landscape looks a little stark, it brings a whole 

new facet of beauty to use up lighting or down-

lighting on trees, statuary, or water features.  
 

• Covered structures: If you'd like to barbecue 
or use the hot tub in winter, consider building 
a covered structure over the top of these ele-
ments to keep them free of participation.  

• Planting interest: You can brighten up your 

landscape by using plants and flowers 
that are blooming in January  and 

well into the spring.  

See our latest December blog for a list of 
our 15 top flower choices for winter.  
www.JDMLandscapeCA.com 

Happy Landscaping!  

Dos and don'ts of material selection 

When it comes to withstanding winter's temperature 

extremes, some materials are better suited than 

others. Here are some dos and don'ts for choosing 

materials that will hold up year-round. 

• Do use a sealant with grit on slippery 

stones. If you've chosen marble or another slippery 

surface for your walkway, choose a sealant with grit 

to keep the surface walkable even when wet. 

• Don't use plastic edging. Plastic edging 

heaves up out of the ground, It's not a good choice in 

cold climates. 

Don't use cheaper wood when building a deck. If 

you don't intend to use your deck in winter, then 

pressure-treated wood, redwood, or cedar are fine 

choices. However, they all absorb water, making 

them dangerously slippery in icy weather. Instead, I 

recommend tropical hardwoods such as ipe, or syn-

thetic decking, both of which shed water easily. 
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Recipe of  the Month 

Berry Basil Limeade Jam 

 

Our Flower Picks for January  

 Pansies 
These are very elegant-looking 

flowers and are quite easy to 

grow. They have different colors 

such as white, purple, pink or yel-

low. These flowers grow well in 

specific conditions. They require 

fractional sunlight and acidic soil 

to grow well.  

Winter Jasmine  

It is a late winter bloom having yel-

low flowers. It is a creeping plant, so 

it looks very graceful climbing fences 

or grilles. If you want to grow this in 

your garden, you have to keep two 

factors in mind: they like well-

drained soil and full or partial sun.  

Witch Hazel 
Witch Hazel is a shrub which pro-

duces sweet-smelling flowers hav-

ing yellow or orange color. These 

flowers grow in the form of bunch-

es. They start to bloom in January 

and continue to blossom till March 

and April. 

Brighten Up Your Garden With This Clever  

Repurposed Pallet Planter 

First you'll want to reinforce the slats, and nail some 

1"x4"s to the shelves and a 2"x4" to the bottom for addi-

tional support. Then give your pallet a paint job (any left-

over paint you have lying around should do the trick!), 

and use a staple gun to attach black gardening plastic to 

the back and the bottom of the shelves. Finally, stencil a 

cute gardening quote on the front for an inspiring finish-

ing touch.  

MAKE IT 

 Rinse nine 1-cup plastic or freezer-safe containers and lids with boil-

ing water. Dry thoroughly. 

 In a small bowl, thoroughly crush strawberries, 1 cup at a time, to 

measure exactly 5 cups; transfer to a 6-qt. stockpot. Stir in pectin, lime 

juice and butter. Bring to a full rolling boil over high heat, stirring con-

stantly. Stir in sugar; return to a full rolling boil. Boil and stir 1 minute. 

Immediately stir in basil and lime peel. 

 Immediately fill all containers to within 1/2 in. of tops. Wipe off top 

edges of containers; immediately cover with lids. Let stand at room tem-

perature 24 hours. 

INGREDIENTS 

 8 cups fresh strawberries, hulled 

 1 package (1-3/4 ounces)  

    powdered fruit pectin 

 1/3 cup lime juice 

 1 teaspoon butter 

 7 cups sugar 

 1/4 cup minced fresh basil 

 4 teaspoons grated lime peel 


